to the masses, because of its adherence to caste
laws, small scope for emotion, and making San-
skrit the vehicle of communication.   But
Ramanuja, with a most practical philosophy, great
appeal to emotions, entire denial of birth rights
before spiritual attainments and appeal through
the popular tongue, completely succeeded in bring-
ing the masses back to the Vedic religion".

Swami Ramakrishnanda, a direct dis-
ciple of Sri Ramakrishna, says thus in his work,
"Life of Ramanuja":

"Those who failed to comprehend the pure
religion expounded by Sankara establi-
shed once again ^ the reign of evil ways;

then, the noble one who incarnated him-
self to bring about happiness, peace, bliss
and truth was Sri Ramanuja".

10. HISTORY OF RENAISSANCE
IN HINDUISM

Sir, the Vedas are considered to be the most
ancient scriptures. Kindly tell me about their
origin.

The Rig Veda is the most ancient. It was revealed
by sages about 5000 years ago. Then Yajur,
Sama andAtharvana Samhitas were revealed
by sages. The Vedas have sections like Brah-
manas, Aranyakas and Upanishads. Brahmanas
give information regarding the conduct ofYagas,
the meaning of Mantras and when to use them.